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that injury to a man's body cells, bad as that may be, can never
dn the harm to him that the same injury may do, through his
germ cells, to his offspring. It would seem that the earlier in
development harm is done, the greater and more permanent will
be the harm. Injury to a germ cell is harm done at the very be-
ginning of things,
Dr. G, Hardy Clark, in discussing the effect of tobacco upon
the race, says: "That any one of the tobacco poisons might lower
the vitality and change the quality of the genii plasm of man
and woman is, by analogy, almost a foregone conclusion. Ethyl
alcohol, which is usually drunk, if taken by both parents of a
litter of rats, will result in degenerate and defective animals,
If the process is continued through several generations, the germ
plasm utterly fails to carry on its functions. The ethyl alcohol
of tobacco, measuring approximately 40 milligrams to twenty
cigarettes, is far more poisonous and destructive to germ plasm,
and may alone account for the rapidly increasing number of
criminal degenerates with which society is afflicted. „ . . The
conclusion seems to be irresistible that tobacco poisoning fairly
enters with those of syphilis, alcohol, and other race poisons as
a factor in arriving at the physical and mental evaluation of in-
fants, and the determination of criminal proclivities of chil-
<lren."-~"O;i the Use of Tobacco:'
Syphilis. Syphilis is a disease that manifests itself in mani-
fold symptoms; but, associated with all these is a poisoned
bloodr which carries its taint to every cell; and the same blood
that feeds the body cells also carries nourishment—and poisons 1
--to the germ cells* The vital forces of these cells are strength-
ened by the food and depressed by the poisons; and who can
say that syphilis in the parent, whether or not it is passed on
as an active disease to the child, does not weaken that child in
its cell beginnings and in the impetus for life that it receives?
It seems quite evident that in this way the germ cell may be
and often is impaired, and its possibilities for growth and de-
velopment greatly altered. Syphilis, however, rarely stops with
merely taking vital toll from the germ cells, The frequency
with which babies are born with the disease in active progress
in their little bodies shows that not only does the father, having
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